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Verdun.The End of a Great
Failure

Tho French victory before Ver-
ilun ia a triumph of that shining
CBBTBCtflr that history leads the
¦world to expect of the French. It

the rJcfflBCfl of Verilun that

Borpriflfld all save the few*
who kru-w Bl flrflt hand the spirit in

which Franca was fighting the war.

Kvery OBC had expected French brill-

lancfl in the charge, but ¦ dogged,
Bflllen, tenacious hanging on.this

.. took the world by surprise,
took Germany by .-urprise anu cost

;;;;isor at IflBflt hnlf a million
, a-ualtics and the greatest defeat

rench war bflfmn.
What the I'nnch have now done

|nst thifl importance: it finishes
Verdun chapter by retaking the

which the GenBBBfl took in
advance. thercby putting Ver¬

dun itself in actual danger. Kvery one

thal there was never,

\:>n! 9, any danger of an actual
. thfl French lines; every

Dfl knoara that had the French been
n across the Mcuse, after the

preflt attack failed, Germany
! merely have acquired some

rca of French soil.
Hut after April 0 the Germans

on with the determination to
" ia ati apparent moral victory out

their tcrribie Verdun venture,
if thflffl were to be no military
they gambled lives against the

ir.ora! value of taking the ruins of
of Verdun, ruins without

tary value, hut ruins which in
hand would constitute the
of a technical victory.

AnH between April 9 and July 1

.hcy maaa rratorial progress; they
1 the French back into the

inner line of forts; they crowded
back to the very edge of the

. lla aboflfl U>fl Mcuse. Actually
.'nmmeofTensive began the

ch east of the Mcuse were in
their last ditch, ar.d the general im-

ion in Paris was that the
Somme drive was begun earlieT than
va<l been intended because of the
critical situation about Verdun.

Since that time there has been a

gradual diminution of German
notnbera about Verdun and a marked

ise in German artillery
fth; the Germans have called

men and guns to be used to check
the Anglo-French advance in Pi-

cardy. On the other hand, the French
seem to have increased rather than
?Mminished their artillery concentra-
tion about Verdun until their supe-
riority became overwhelming.

Meantime the Germans hung on

to all the positions they had capt¬
ured and thus retained tho oppor-
tunity to resume their attack, if they
chose, from the advantageous posi¬
tions that they had captured. Ver¬
dun was thus, from July 1 onward,
still in danger. What General Ni-
velle has now done is reconquer prac-
tically all of these positions held by
the Germans which actually menaced
the safety of the French position
above Verdun and on the east bank
fif the river.
Of the positions that were recapt-

ured in such shining fashion the day
before yesterday Douaumont is the
most important This the Germans
took on February 25, and having
taken it they not unnaturally be¬
lieved that they would enter Verdun.
Douaumont Fort standa on the high-
est ground in the entire circle of for-
tified hi'ls about Verdun. For many
weeks it waa tho only breach made
by the Germans in the old lino of

permanent fortij. It gave them di
rect vision down upon Verdun, which
waa of pricele-M valuo for artillery
operations.
The story of how the Germans

were rhecked immediately after they
took Douaumont by the wonderful
counter-offensive of the Twenti»*th
Army Corps, under General Halfou-
rier, haa lierome one of the mrmora-

ble Btories of the war and earned for
the "Iron ( wWUtf a place in history
equal to that of the Old Guard of

.N'apoleon. Kut Douaumont eould not
be permanently retaken, although it
waa orrupied for, a few houra at a

much later r&te, and it served the
Germana afl an entorlng wedge.

If they ran hold tho ground which
they have now reoccupied the French
flrill have reajtored the situation about
Verdun, aavo ln the case of Vaux
Fort, the only fort now ln German
hand*. If they ran hold Douaumont
aad Dau'ilo*,*' Bfltterjr, which they

have retaken, we may expect, too,;
that Vaux will succumb at no dis-j
tant date, and then the whole outer

line of the old intrenched camp Bfl
Verdun will be in French hands.

This will terminate the chapter
which Verdun has made in the world

war; this will make good for all time

tbe glorious words of the French sol¬
diers defending the Vauban fortress;
this will make the famous phrase
"They shall not pass" an accurate

prophecy. Bl it was a noble resolve.
Verdun will then become in French
history what Saragossa was in

Spain's battle against N'apoleon.
It is too early to draw broad con-:

clusions from the French success,,
even if the ground gained is held.'
There is no present prospect of an

otTensive toward Metz; there is no

.nrge hope of a crushing in of the.
Bt Mihiel salient, which must be the
first step. What the French victory,
means is that in a few minutes the

French have retaken almost all the

ground of prime military importance
which the Germans took in their
months of effort at Verdun. Verdun
bai practically been restored to the.

condition of a bulwark against Ger-,
man invasion. A very little further

gain and Verdun will be as defensi-
ble a position as it was before the,
Crown Prince began in Februaryhis(
terrific attack.
There is no mystery about the suc-1

cess. The Germans have unmistak-
Pbry undcrestimated the French re-;
serves, or else they have been so put
to it for reserves themselves, both be-

cause of the Somme drive and their:
own Rumanian campaign, that they
have resolved upon the sacrifice of,

ground before Verdun, which would

be of value only if they were still
resolved to resume their attack upon
the Lorraine town at a later date.

We may see in this affair the clear

evidence of the decision of Hinden-
burg to make sacrifices in the West

to contribute to successes in the East.

If this be the case no one should
mistake the fact that the profit is

with the Germans. It is a cheering
thing for the French to abolish a

neril and confirm a great national
achievement, but in the wider view

ei the war the Rumanian victories
are far more important to Germany
than the possession of those hard
won trenches on the heights of the

Meuse, which, at most, only opened
the road to the occupation of the ash

heap which was once Verdun.
On the other hand, the French

triumph is one more indication of the

fact that the French are, as yet, the

cnlv troops that are to be compared
with the German in the present war.

France, as the Kaiser said many

months ago, is still the chief enemy

of Germany, and both at the Somme

and before Verdun the specesses
won bv the French, the moment the

Germans thinned their lines to thr

danger point, are indicatior.s of how

splendid an instrument the French
army is now, after the terrible sac¬

rifices and losses of two years of

constant fighting.
The relief of Verdun is not a suc¬

cess that will counterbalance the
German conquests in Rumania, on

the military side, but on the moral,
side it will be a new confirmation to

the French of their growing convic-
tion that victory is assured, how¬
ever long the road. Verdun, like the

Mame, is wholly a French triumph;
neither in the earlier nor in the sub-

sequent success did France receive

any aid of importance from an ally,
and these two triumphs are the

greatest contributions on the mili¬

tary Bide to the war against Ger¬

many.
Those who were in France during

the long and terrible agony of Ver¬
dun will best appreciato what the
new success will mean to every

Frenchman from the Meuse to the

Pyrenees. The second of the labors
of Hercules has been performed; the
flood of barbarism and deRtruction
has a second time been thrown back

from the heartof France; the human
dike has once more held against the

Huns; there will not be a second out-

brcak of rape, murder and arson by
German soldiers and officers in the

French villagcs and towns of Lor¬
raine. Half a million German cas-

ualties, a quarter of a million French
rasualtics.this is the rrreasure of the

cost of Verdun, but at a terrible

price France has saved Europe
again, saved herself, and at a colos-
bb] sacrifice the Germans have won

nothing. The decision of the Marne
has been confirmed at Verdun; the

day of deliverance may still be long
in eoming, but the peril of conquest
has for France been adjourned with¬
out date.

Better Roads for New Jertey
The votcrs of New Jersey will be

called on at the eoming election to

expresK their views on a referendum
proposing a $7,000,000 botid issue,
the proceeds to be devoted to improv-
ing the highways of that state.
There are good reasons why it should
1k; sanctioned. While New Jersey has
¦flflflj good roads, it also has some

BTfltty bad ones, and even the good
onefl are beroming badly worn by
h-avy automobile traffic. This bill is
a proposal to put the highways into
shape St for autorrrobile traffic or any
other kind. It is ralculated that the
moneys derived from automobile
licenaes will take rare flf the fixed
rharges on the bond issue and leave
..pproximately $1,000,000 a year to
be devoted to road repairs.

If that calrulatlon works out year
after year, there will be no drain on

the taxjayera because of »pproval of^

."

,

the bill. The state will have much
better road?, the iautomobilists, who
necd goo 1 roads, will have value in
consideration of what they pay to the
state, and the farmers and business
men of the communitics along the**
higharaja will Le great!y herefitcd.
Nt-.v York State has twice voted far

largcr sums for road building and
road improvement, and, rb-spite un-

fortanata experiences with rrool;cd
contractors and bagman-p'.Iiti'-iaiis.
from which it is to be hoped our

neighhor aeTOS* the river may be

free, has not rcgrctted the invest-
ment.

Needed at City Hall
The candidacy of Mr. Henry H.

Curran for President of the Board of
Aldermen gives the voters of this
city an opportunity to axpres* their
views regarding Tammany HalL Mr.
Curran is preciscly what Tammany
isn't. Hia opponent is a Tammany
man and proud of it. But far more

than that, the votcrs have an oppor-
tunity by supporting Mr. Curran to

reward as excellent public service as

this city has ever had, to reward in-

tolligent, disinteresttd, courageous
work productivc of great improve¬
ment in the handling of the city's
BaTairs.

It was due largely to the foresight
and ability of Mr. Curran that the
Board of Aldermen ceased to be a

joke and came to be recognized as a

valttable, trustworthy agency of mu-

nieipal government. As chairnran of
the linance Committee Mr. Curran
took a leading part in the entire "re¬
form programmo" which was carried
out in the years 1914-16. The rules
of procedure were so liboralizod as

to supply all pos;ib'e publi.-ity re¬

garding committee action, and thaa
fo abolish star-cham'ner meetings and
snap action on important matters.
The committecs were reduced in num¬

ber and their functions rearranged
lo facilitate handling of legislative
business. License-granting powers
of the board were turned over to the
Comrrrissioner of Licenses r!nd the
Borough Presidents, thus wiping out

opportunity for graft and peantri
politics in granting permits for news

and fruit stands, street falking and
the like. Important ordinancefl long
needed were enacled by this reorgan-
ized board, and it was the proud
boast of the leaders that in the list
there was not a bad or superfiuous
measure.

For the generally excellent finan-
cial record of the Kusion administra¬
tion Mr. Curran de.-erves a share of
the credit. He v.-orked in harmony
with t!io membeis of the Board of
Estimate and Apportionment and
was inst rumental, with them, in hold-
ing down department exponscs and
apportioning what money there was

to spend where it could be used to the
best advantage.
The experience Mr. Curran thus

gained and the ability he has dis-
played are inva'uable to thia dty.
The President of the iioard of Alder¬
men ca.-ts three votefl in the Board of
Estimate; when the Mayor is absent
he becornes acting Mayor. This il BO
job to intrust to a man lacking vigor,
lacking intelligrnce, lacking a genu-
ine desire to administer the city's af-
fairs scientifically and soundly. Mr.
Curran has developed splendidly in
public life. He has the ability to fil!
the job he seeks, and he has the men-
tal Biae ta handla lt, not for the good
of a politieal organization or part of
the people, but for all. Elected. he
would not represent a minonty in
the Board of Estimate, but would be
a trained, experienced, skilful admin-
istrator in complete harmony with
the majority members.

Mr. Curran's reputation can sur-

vive a defeat, but the public could ill
afford to have him defeated. He is
needed in office; he is particularly
needed in the office for which he is a

candidate.

The Knight of the PilU
You can either laugh or wecp over

the Btory of Sir Joseph Beecham,
Bart., dead amid his millions, the
third richest man in England by
virtuc of a cheerful, colossal imposi-1
tion. His pills were innoeent as com-

pared with most patent medicines.
But the exploitation of them was

largely misleading. Thei- price was

grotesque. And his reward, was very
great. The public eagerly bought
his farthing pills for a shilling. A
grateful government first knighted
him and then made him a baronet.

Sir Joseph Beecham is generally
credited with being the Inventor of
patent medicinc exploitation on a

large scale. Certainly he posscssed
an extraordinary imagination. Not
our own Barnum at his best ever

equalled the hymn-book trick, where-
by the purchasers of apparently in-
nocent volumes opened them on

Christrrras Day to sinp the lines:
"Hark: the herald angels sing
BeBCbam'a pills are just the thing."
After the usual American chuckle

I BB*t** of appalling wasle is the '***.
ing which such a record inspires; and
that is the poir.t vc ry vividly brought
out in the most intercsting literary
use that has been made of th* patent
medicine idea, Mr. Well/s "ToOO-
Bungay." Mr. I.ocke is supposed to
have based his C1*U Syjiher in
"Septimus" (fti Sir Joseph himself;
but there || too much easygoing mel-
lownrss in thr talo to make the char¬
acter rount. In Mr. WYIIs'h book,
unrelate<l to Sir JoBeph or his pills,
the tale centres about that mnrvel-
lous remedy Tono-Bungay, "Health,
Beauty and Strength I.ike Moun-
tain Air in the Veins," and ita
extraordinary oriarinatora old Pon-

derevo, something between an incom- I
petent druggist and N'apoleon. The

hagfl) of the volume, nephew George,
has this to say when the project is

first launched and his aid besought:
"The stuff was, I pcrceived, a mis-,

chievous trash, slightly stirrrulating,
aromatic and attractive, likely to be-

come a bad habit and train people in

Ual habitual use of stronger tonics
and insidiously dangerous to people
with defective kidneys. It would cost

aboOt sevenpence the large bottie to

make. including bottling. We were to

¦el] it at half a crown. plus the cost

of the patent medicme stamp. A

thing that I will confess deterred me

from the outset far more than the

lenflfl of dishone.-ty in this affair was

the supreme silliness of the whole
concern. I still clung to the idea that
the world of men was, or should be,
a sane and just organization, and the
idea that I should set myself gravely,
just at the fine springtime of my

life, to dcveloping a monstrous bot-;
tling and packing warehouse, bot¬

tling rubbish for the consumption of

fooliah, credulous and depresscd peo¬
ple, had in it a touch of insanity."
There is a delightful description

of the advertising campaign which
was devised, "the romance of mod-
ern commerce," as Ponderevo called
it."Conquest. Province by province.
Like sogers." And, very naturally,
ai the success grew and public ap-
plause followed, Ponderevo half
came to lielieve in the child of his
imagination. Mr. Wells apportions
the responsibility very fairly; it is
madfl elear that without a credulous,
soft-hraded public such a prepos-
lerous fake eould never be put over.

As the hcro sums up the record at
the end:

"It [g, 1 see now that I have it all
before mr. a story of activity and
urgency and sterility. I have called
h Tono-P.ungay; but I had far better
have called it 'Waste.' ... I
think of all the energy I have given
to vain things. I think of my in-
duBtriona Bchemlng with my uncle,
nf his resonant, strenuous career.

Trn thousand men have envied him
and flriahed to live as he lived. It is
all one snectaele of forces running
to flraflte, of people who use and do
DOt rcplare, the story of a country
heetic with a wasting, aimless fever
of trade and money-making and
plcasiire-seeking."

Written in H'08, "Tono-Bungay"
containi an oddly accurate hintof the
state of EnglandI mind as lately re-

vealed under tragic stress. And
wha, is true of one public that is
fooled by patent medicincs can

icarcely be less true of another. The
craze indJcatai not only daring and
imagniation and unscrupulousness
on the one side, but soft-headedness
and folly on the other. America has
Ojttite as much to learn as England
from "Tono-Bungay" and the life of
Sir Joseph Beecham.

The South Facea Proiperity
iFrom Tha LamtavUtt CemrterJeawawI)
Southern business will have its bi?

boom after the w;ir, and the South,
whieh Ifl not now vharing in large de-

ifl the prosperity enjoyed bv
other sections, will have its inning, in
the opinion of Henry Walters, railroad
inairnate and financier. Mr. Walters
dlflCflflflfld eonditions while in I.ouis-
ville to atterd the annual atockholder?'
meeting of the Lflfllsvillfl &. Xashville
Kailrond Company. He is ehairman of
the board of directors and representa-
tive of the Atlatitir Co-ist I.ine, owner
of a eontrolliog amount of Loniflrillfl
& Nashville
Acrording to Mr. Wr.lters, this year's

cotton crop will bring a greater pricn
than flflfll before, but when the Furo-
pean war ends cotton and other South¬
ern products will be in auch demand
that this section will reap ben'fits on a

general acale. Mr. Walters pointed out
that the present reviv»l haa benefited
the South only ln the area -aurround-
ing the Birmingham mlneral distriet
The Louisville & Nashville'a big in¬
crease in revenuea Mr. Walters at-
tribfltfld partly to the economles in
operating effected during the depres¬
sion last year.

The War He Kept Ui Out Of
"II« haa BBVtfl* ua fmm that bath of

Mor»i a *j*mocra:lc alletatlun.
The Kaiser's guns are booming down

Coney Island way,
He's aent an army over, and It'a eom¬

ing up the bay.
The Denth-Heads and the Uhlana, the

slickest ever aeen,
Are eoming on their hosaea ln a Ger¬

man aubmarine.

They'vr* set the band a-playlng, rob-
dub! and rub-a-dub!

They're eoming for to bathe ua, and
brlnging of a tub.

They'vc come aboard a alnker acroaa
tbe ocean path,

For to plunpe the Yankee nation ln a

aanguinary bath.

Ten terrible stout fellows.no greater
force eould come,

For the Kuis'er needs bls eojerB for a

llttlfl job fct hurn;
They ride oshore nt Coney, brlght lsle

of pleasant peace,
And they roll the tub befora 'em, not

minding the police.

Thiy're greeted by the Hyphena, the
sort we call the Dutch,

Tha alien-hearted fellowa by Herman
Metz and auch. I |

They swig the beer of Coney, they bolt
the Coney grub,

And glrefully and grimly they eye the
dreadfiil tub.

And while the ratea of Coney regale
those nibid brutea

Tbe Bflflflfl in the city put on their
bathlng euits.

Their hpinnl eolumna wabble. Oh, what
a thing is war!

It's easy now to reckon that peace la
better far.

And meantlme onr own army tha hear¬
ing »ea haa rrosat

To find If crowded Kuropa haa room

for auch a hoet.
rtlg Bflftha may not apy 'em pray

bfl Iflflfl it be so!
Hut let us diop the curtaln upon the

fearful show.
, _ D. PE^'H.

HOW PROSPERITY CAME

Not from Democratic Action.1b
Peril frora Democratic Tariff

To the Editor of The Tr.bune.
Sir: Many an ordinary vote-r is being

eaught by the Democratic issue of
"prosperity," when a little analysis
would show him that our present pros-
perity ls ptoduced largely by two con-

ditions, one absolutely disconnected
with any party and the other directly
opposed to ali Democratic theory and
practice.
The enormous increase in our exports i

Is due, of coui-e, to the Furopean war.

We are not only furnishitig munitions
of war, but are helping fecd and clothe
the nation.4 while they fisrht. This con-

dition creates a demand for export of a

great range and volurae of products,
both agricultural and manufactured.
Wheat, butter, eggs and clothing are as

necessary for war as guns and ammu-

nition, and we are supplying all these
at increased prices. The Democrats
cannot logically claim credit for this
increase in exporte unless they claim
credit for the war, which, of course,
would bo absurd.
The decrease in our importa, in aome

lines aniounting to a complete cessa-

tion, is again due to the war. For In-
stance, we are cut off from Germany
almost completely. And since the war

prcvents our importing many articles,
Ameriean manul'actures have sprung up
to auppl*. '\.i' demand. In other words,
in many line- thfl war has flfltflbliahfld
eonditions erraivfllflflt to a> protective
tariff so high that it would be prohib-
itive ot import**. Yet the resulting
prosperity ia rlaimed by the Democrats.
So v.e have the strange paradox of a

tariff-for-revenue-only party claiming
credit for prosperity resulting from
eonditions equivalent to a high pro-
tcctive tariff.
When the war ends our abnormal ex¬

ports must re:ise. and at the same time
the doer flrill br openrd to import< from
the Central Kuropean fllllflfl. If the
Democrats are in power we ahall g°
back on a tariff for revenue only baflifl.
What flrill then hnppen to tho Ameriean
industries hu !t bflCflflafl of the tempo-
rary BhAtting off of imports during the
war, but left unprotected after it? Fvi-
dently they must go to the wall and
the workingmen employed in them must
lose their jobs. The business depres¬
sion of lOn-'II, when we hud the
Cnderwood-Simmons tariff, but no war,
points the moral.

President Wilson says we ehould
Btfldy the future. So we should. The
ordinnry vo'cr should not be lullr-d to

Iflflp by prflflCBt rnndif l'-ns. Hfl s'lould
thank God t'or prosperity and then use
his wits to keep it. He should not al-
luw the Democratic party to obtain
credit with him for a prosperity which
it did not creato and which its low
tariff policy will tend to de.Hroy when
the Furopean war close".

A. D. WETHERELIa
Middlebury Cflllagfl, Vt., Oct. U, 19J6.

"Tbe Republican Statca"
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Pcrmit me to flxprflflfl my ap-
preciation as well as satisfaction in
rcference to your editorial in to-day's
Tribune entitled "The Republican
States."
Your* timely, clear and comprehen-

sive analysis of tho vote east in 1912,
and the showing which you ao ably
make by r"ason of the presentatlon of
the figures as to how the eoming Presi-
d»>ntia| fllflctioil should go, will greatly
hflflitoa hfliitflting Rflpablieaafl of our

country Ifl view of the amazing and
OVflrwbfllniag elflioaa made by "our
friends on the other side."

Thfl Democratic campaign iBflflflffcra
are loudly nnd vigorously asjcrtinj*;
that they are to carry the entire Daitfld
States and that Mr. Wilflflfl'a reelec-
tion is a foregone conclusion. They
have even gone so far as to make an
nnnouncement that they do not care
whether they carry the State of New
York. This, of course, might be mis-
leading to a great many Republicans,
Projrressives or thoughtfo] Democrats
who may be dflflbtffll just at present as
to how to vote.

Therefore, your editorial is, to my
mind, right In point, and one of splen-
did fore.sight, bs it wi!L give food for
thought to those who may have had
doubts as to the final results. In my
opinion, Mr. Hughes will be victorious
by over three hundred electoral votes,
and our country will be restored to the
Rtpublican Principles of Protection and
Prosperity.

FORREST F. VROOMAN.
Washington, D. C, Oct. 24, 1916.

"At Valley Forge"
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: I desire to heartily indorse the
article of Fdmund Wetmore, of New
York, entitled "At Valley Forge," and
to vigorously protest against the base
insinuations thrown out against our

brave boys at Valley Forge by Secre¬
tary of War Hnker. I do not believe
one word of these Insinuations, and if
our Secretary of War does not offer
proof of this most astounding accusa-
tion against the Continental Army he
ought to be brandej as a traitor to our

country.
Think of these men at Valley Forge,

of whom it is naid historically that
they riot only did not havo enough to
eat or wear, but whose feet were so
bruised and frozen that their footprints
eould be traced in blflfld upon the Bfiow
and icel Think of their brave com-

mander, Washington, who, upon wlt-
nessing their awful auffering, kneeled
down in the tnow and with tcars
streaming dflflTfl his face beseeched Al-
mighty God to help them ln their suf-
fering and to give victory to the cause
of frecdom!
Men of America, is It possible that

we have so-called men in public office
at tbe pre*ent time, who would refer to
these martyrs for our country as "just
ns bad characters as the Mexicans,"
"raicamuffins," "generally worthless,"
etc? Shame, ahanie, and aguin I say
shame. II. J. W.

Honesdale, Penn., Oct. 24, IfflC

"Chapman, Rockwell and Prince"
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: For the Amenrun Ambulance
Field Servico Ifl France, for thosn of
us here who ara endenvoring to help
the cause, I thank you for the splendid
tribute flflabfldifld in your editorial of
Octflhflff 17.
The writer of the editorial haa so

fully sensed the vitnlity the impor¬
tance of our flrfltflhword "For France"
that I have had thousands of copiea
made, which I an> aflBflUflg out over the
country in thfl hope flf flrahiflg Ameri¬
cana Into underatanding of "lifp, death
and war and the values thereof."

NANON TOBY.
New York. Oct 24. 11*14,

WHEN WAR IS HONOR

Americans Are the Last People Who Should Choose Pusillanimous
Peace Rather than Honorable Strife.The Fear of

Losing Dollars Rather than Lives

To the Editor of The Tribune. i

Sir: There ia one lasue in this cam-|
paign that shouid be BIBBBBd in season
and out. It Is the one ralseJ by thej
Democrats in the words "He kept us
out of war." It is not enough that Mr.
Hughes an.l Mr. Roosevelt have shown
ahat has also boen officialiy ruled
upon that Mr. Wilson's policy did not
prevent what is substantially a state
ot war arith Mexico. Wc should meet
the boaat in the broadest fashion.

Gilbert Chesterton merely laid down
B primal la-.v when he said: "Unless
you are going deliberately to prevent a

thing being good you cannot prevent
it being worth fighting for." How can

¦ man be too proud to tight for a good
thing? As well be too proud to defend
your life, your property or your rep-
utation in a duly constituted court of
law. Is it the question of blood shed-
ding that is invoived? Would you be
too proud to dofend yourself from a

highwayman though you had to spill
his blood. or, regardlcss of consc-

quenres, to attaek a villain who war

assaulting your child? Even Christian-
ity must be militant in time of dangrr.
Vou car.not take out of the Scriptures
tho sword of Jesus Christ, brought
into the world to destroy evil. How
lo-.v rnust a nation be sunk when, if its
cause be just, lt cannot say with
David: "Rlos-<ed bo the Lord my

strength, which teacheth my hands to

war and my fingers to fight"?
Tlio American people, who estab-

llahad thair libo.rty and Independence
after a struggle against enormotis odds,
are the last people on earth who should
choose a pusillanimous peace in pref-
erence to a war of honor. N'or would
there be the least chancc of their doing
so were it not for the influcnee of the

epieaaa party of pacilism and the com-

merefal alamaBt whose gods are the
goods of this world. When Wall Street

¦hirera at 'he runor of war and stocks
go alidiBg down like an avalanche
lUrti d bv tha trump of Gahriel, it doe-<
not deserra all the seorn that at times
a patriot might be tempted to feel
tcward it.
One of the allllest notlons of the

various faJdists who can talk or live
in harmony on only one aubject the

denunciation of war and wsrriors ls

that the financial Interests which flour-
ish better pecuniarily in war times than

in peace are greater than those inter¬

ests which even a year of successful
uar ¦«BB8 more spoliation of their sub-
Staaca than can be rcplaced by ten

yaara of piace and quiet. On the con-

trary, the proportion the other way 18

as one Bchwab to a nation of Swabians.
So it is far easier to keep a trading

nation like ours out of war than it la
to lead it into one. And there readily
may be circumstances that make the

task the more ignoble aa well as the

easier one. Yes. it may well be, when

tho long run of events is measured, not

on'y an easier and more ignoble, but

al«o a crue'.er ard bloodier one than

takiBg a people into war. If there ever

was a man who Btands as a high snint

and prophet to his people.it la Abra^
baa. l.incoln. And yet that rran of

tender heart. of salient sympathles. of

human faith. of humble ways, of demo¬

cratic trust. led his country Into war.

not with shame or slinking, but with a

panache that combined the sp.r.t of a

patriot, a Crusader, a prophet and a

Knight of the ^"V^'^Iw
the sword of the Lord and of Gidoon.

ho had the trumpcts of ram s horns

NO HYPHENATE PROBLEM

The Blending of Races Here Goea On

Slowly but Steadily
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In the great hall of the Pitts-

burgh Central High School there greets
the visitor a noble bronze tablet that

f.ttingly commemorates the patriotism
of sixtv-three high school boys who in

the crucial days of 1861 dropped their

books and hastened to the defence of

the UaiOB. Twenty of them shed their

blood and nine of them gave their

lives that B8 of this day may enjoy the

bl^ssings of liberty and opportunity.
Tracing tho honored names of my

comrades on the tablet that tells the

story of their herolsm to the wonder-

ing atudenU of to-day from many a

country whoae race atresme are of later

entry than when the decislve struggle
took place, wa find namea galora that

indicate English, Scotch and Irlah an-

eeslry. These gira ua no pauae; they
are true to type now aa they were

then; none braver of any race. But as

the eye follows the impreaaive list we

pause before namea that now would be

under the shadow of the hyphen. What

about Pemmler, Gerwig. Kuno. Kuhn,
Lehman and Weyman? There they are

in Imperishable bronze, mingled with

the names of English, Scotch and Irish,
who, with no thought of the hyphen,
ma.lo the last crucial sacriftce and lov-

ing service for the adopted country of
their parents.
These were my eomradea all.all

equally dear to my youth and honored
without dlstinction by the youth of to-

day as patriots who had been ready for
and stood the test of honor, undimmed
by craven fear or aordtd consideration
of aelf.
Where millions have been trans-

ferred bodily from one country to an¬

other, the coalescing, the blending of
races takes time, but the procesa goes
on ateadily. Who haa not aeen pretty
American girls of mixed German and
Irish parentuge? And that process of
creating a new race la now going on

with a much greater var'ety of races,

so that the time will come when the
American of the future will have an-

ce*tral roots in every country of
Kurope. How many atrains have entered
into the making of a Roosevelt, the
idol of the atrenuous AmericanI

I.et us then dismisa this dismal talk
about the hyphenates. The President
started it on a very alender baala of
farta, not at all applicable to any large
body of foreign-born cltizena or de-
ficendants of them. In the laat analysis
we are all of European- origin. and it
does not need to forget the land of our

origin to make loyal American citizena.
OEORGE w. DaTBRIDOE

Hollls, Long Island, Oct. 20, 1916.

Too Proud to Fight
To *he E.litor of The Tribune.

Sir: Sccretnry IUker's explanatlon
of hls slur upon the Revolutlonary
army lenves him In stfll worae plight,
in that he attributes the "thlevlng" and
kindred diiorders to "deserters" from
that army-a aet of men who, un-

doubtedly, were merely "too proud to
nght"! J. H. V.
East Oranae, N. J. Oct 20, 1014.

blown till the walls of the Confedorate
Jericho fell before him. And what stu-
dent of history, what man who can

grasp ->c;al philosophy but is con-

vinced that if Lincoln had kept his
peop'.o out of that long. devastating.
fratricidal war there would have come

fiercer and fouler conflicts in the fut-
ure ? I

Is the soul of this nation so withered
by the blight of commercia'.ism that it
can see in proud '.etters blazoned above
a Cuba Libre and a magnanimous. un-

seltish America the words "Rememb. r

the Maine!" and yet seek to hide from
the letters. red as the wine of the
wrath of God, "Remember the Lusi-
tania"? <*an we love our dollars so

dearly that wc pause and palter and

pander when a rcign of piracy across

our border sends our citizens to deaths

Of mutilation and heaps fellow men

and women in gory piles for the crime

of being Christian? It might be c.ev-

enth-hour repentance were we now to

raise our official voice in protest
against the black and bloody record
written across the map of Belgium.
Even our attitude now toward the

anarchy across the Rio Grande has in

it a pose of apology humihating to the

inheritors of American traditions from

Lexington to C'avite. Hut. still. though
the cock has crowed thricc, there II
yet t:me for a new Administration to

give a new life to our national honor.
^

Even the geo.se on the Capitol Hill
at Rome. unlike our own to-day. were

not pacifists. If they could B*t bear

arms against the enemy they Bl
could give alarms. But wc would not

choose even patriotic geese for con*ul*
or commanders. The crisis ln Amen-

can politics to-day far transcends parti-
sanship. The fundamental question ln-

volves the spirit upon which not only
libe-tv, but the very exiateaea of the

nation dencn.lv The Arr.r-rran wleal

ia to BB put to the test 0«r ba.IOaS

this autumn are to tell the story

whether we worship tha God of ( om-

merce or the God of Comfort above the

God of Right. The book ot the history
of the United States is a shame and a

reproach to cowards and wastrels. « I

must either close it or write our names

in it afresh aa in the Book of L.te.

Vae have set in the American Pantheon
the heroic figures of such ftghters as

Washington. Lincoln, <M**""*.
McKinley, Roosevelt Are they to be

'thrown down and Buchanans and rords

hoisted on their pedestals
Test the vaunted glory of keeping out

of war by the law of drcent rourag.-.

Would we thank a man for keeping us

out of danger if that danger was one

encompassing the belored of our lif*1
Would we choose safety first if II were

a danger of hellfire and torment from

which we had a chance to ?ave our

dearest friend? Would a brave man

praise you for keeping him out of dan-

Cer even if that danger were one lB

which he might be called upon to lay
down h.s life for his friend Do w

want to be kept out of war if the call
t0 BnBa is to defend or vind.cate the

5gitT.«d righteousness of Amencan

ciUzens? Do we wantto be kept out

of any war that is for the overthrow ot

the altar of Baal. the destruct.on of

Babylon the great?
The American people must say In

November which master they prefer:
he who is ready to take the *.A*t

v .v,« la like a reed shr.ken

Wernersville. Penn., Oct. 23, 1918.

MEXICAN EXPERIENCES

They Account for Thi* Voter*
Hatred of Wilson Adminiitration

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: My heart goes out with pity for

those ignorant people who uphold the

acts of the present Administration, acts

which have belittled this nation in the

eyes of the world; acts which will not

be lived down by the present genera-
tion.

In repard to the Mexican policy I
know something, for I was one of many
left on the wharfs at T.'.mpico while

warshipa of the United States of Amer-
i ica turned their backs to us and
steamed to sea. As I watched those
vessels my mind went back to the little
old achoolhouse ln Delhi, N. Y., where
Charles Evana Hughes taught me that
eitizens of this great nation were al-
waya protected ln foreign landa pro-
vlded they had broken no lawa In those
countrics. Before I waa final'.y taken
aboard the German cruiser I was

obliged to swear I was a British sub-
ject before the Mexican "authorities"
would allow me my freedom.
For the benetit of those who will say

I had no business in Mexico, I want to
say that I went there to bring back my
sister, whose husband was shot down
by bandits, and her three-year-old
child. My mission was un*uccessful.
as both had rested ln shallow graves
fifteen miles from Tampico two weeks
before my arrival, victims of Mexican
murderers spurred on to such deeds by
an administration in Washington that
did not have "backbone" enough to act.

Through the grace of God and, as an
American citizen, I am sorry to say,
through the common senee of the Ger-
"m«n commander at Tampico I am again
among my friends.

I vote for Hughee on November 7
and not for an ineompetent, who will
have ln hia Cabinet a man who classea
BB* great-grandfather with the rebels
who murdered my elster and her child.

A LONG ISLAND FARMER.
Rlverhead, N. Y., Oct. 24, 1916.

Are Germans Really Pro-Wilion?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In the letter by Boy-Ed, qnoted
thia morning by "The Times" from "The
Frovidence Journal," is thia paaaage:

j" . . . We are forced to tho conclu¬
sion that we cannot at this moment,
'while domeatie eventa are impending
in America,' sink euch vease'.s without
taking account of human life."
Why cannot they? Ia it perhapa out

of consideration for the present Ad¬
ministration, which they feel to ba in
effect pro-German and which they
therefore wish to spare "embarrass-
ment"? Is all tb»f German American
talk of aupporting Hujhes a grand
conspiracy, Intended to drive anti-
hyphena into voting for Wilson, whom
they really themselves wish to elect?
This aounda fantaatic. But what real

rOBBBB i» evldent for' the pro-German
enthualaam for Hughes? Can the pro-
(irrminn expect more from him than
from Wilson, who has alwaya B**BJ
tenderly conalderatn toward the Father-
land? A. K. BREW8TER.

Uartadala, N. Y, Oct 24, 1D1«,

AUTHORS UNITE
TO BACK HUGHB

Thirty-one Writers and
Artists Send Him Pledge

of Support
Bellevlng that a change of admlnls.

. ration is necessary for the good of th*
nation thirty-one authora and artistj
.-..nt to Chariea E. Hughea yeaterday t
declaration that they intcnded to vota
t'or him. In an open letter to tha caa-
diaatfl Hamlln Garland aaid:
"The one belief held in common by

the men whose r.ames appear below i§
thfl conviction that the present Admin¬
istration le aingnlarly ur.fitted for deal-
ing with tho problema forced npon it
The oppoaition to Preaider.t Wilion oa
the aeore of his foreign policy is unaa-
imoua.
"The present Administration is held

to be a minority Admin'.s'.ratton, re-

sulting from a temporary aplit ia tha
oppoaition party; hcnce the party's
Cabinet'a pltifnl lack of deflnlteneaj
and power when confronted with tha
complicate relatlons of a probiem
which baa been broaght very near and
rade very preaslng by the presenee
of anbmarine battleships within tha
atrs of our city harbors.

R4?pobllcan Officiala Needed.

"It ia our conviction that a Repobti-
can Administration chosen at this tima
will come to the flflfldflft of Interna¬
tional affaira fortified and Instnuted
hy a careful study of the war, carrylni
out a designed, firm and patriotla
policy.

"In bringlng there names togetaat
r had In mind, firat, tfl male the Ust

repreacntative of Ameriean literatijra,
and, aecond, to call togcther on com¬

mon ground certain PlVflflflfllaati Ra-
nublicar.s and Democrata. In additlon,
I correaponded with several well knosra
artists, and Inclnded their names te

ahow that onr feilow workers ln other
of the fine arta have much tha sams

conception of the Democratic Admin¬
istration. I ronld have greatly eztend-
cd thla roll of namea, but it aeecied
to me that with tho present list all
.hree of the purpo«cs named abovs
were accomplished.

"Personally, 1 am perfectly willinf
to acknowledge thflt I BBfll *riy.,elf ia
sympathv with much that President
Wilson has forced h.s party to enact
Some of his economic reforms ara al¬
most entirrly to mv way of thtnkmf,
but I cannot overlook the fact that ha
hna ln most of his flflflaj work mertlj
trailed the Progressivei, and that his
p-irty is, after all. the eame inhar-
monious North arid South rnixtara it
has always been, and that many of his
appointments have t.:\ ifl ill advised
a.s to be ludicrous.

"In shori. Wfl bflld that this la ns
tire for keeping a theori?t inr ths
White House, anu we ll eipa-
ciaily absurd to retain at the head of
our navy the editor flf a country news*

paper. To have the eBonaoflflly im¬
portant office of Secretary of Warfl'.lad.
by an inexperienced civic refonnsf
seems to me & very ill advised eiptri-
ment

Wants a New Congreaa
"We wish to aoe at the head of this

government a man who w.il surround
himsclf with the BlOSt experienced, thfl
Blflflt powerful, ' .uracious aad
the most patriovc mflfl Ib the nation.
Therefore we h: l tfl vote for
yoii, and I takp this roflflBl of acquainU
.ng \ou with our decisiofl.
"So far as pos.-:b.e *. BBW C'nigresa

should be brought togcther, one that
will have both d:gr;:ty a- A fllffl por-
poae, ona that will in all ways «as-

tain the honor and credit of the ns»

Exccutive, and ti B ths honor
and credit of tho Bfl iflfl,
"To the tAsk ef bringiflg about thtt

change of men and T^,:c.es the fo!lo»-
.ng writers and n- -cr names
;.nd influence. HA ILAN&
Tho declflimtiofl ¦* (-<""T*

Ade. Rex Beach, ln
Baracfl, Parter Em«n .EowflJ

I Blasbfield, Win !

il. Collir.s, Hobart :'>Vor'
James Montgomery Plflgg, Hamlifl '.ar-

land, Jules Guerin, Cass Gilbflrt, WB>
am Gillette, Robert Graflt, Robert H«r-

rick, Clayton Hamilton Burton i.

Hendrlck, Brian BflOKflT, Burges Joo>
<on, John Lother Long, Brandsr Mst-
thews, Julian Street. Booth TarklnfWl*
William R. Thayer, fharies H. To.Bj
Edward 8. Van Zi!e, Owflfl Wlster, Bsfj
-ett Wendell, Henry K.. Webstfli sa«

Jeaae Lyneh Williams.
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